St. Paul's Epistle

"St. Paul's Lutheran Church glorifies God
by connecting people to Jesus
through teaching, serving, caring,

and telling!"
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256.353.8759 www.StPaulsDec.com

Friends in Christ,

Psalm 46 declares: “God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will
not fear though the earth give way, though the mountains
be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar
and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.”
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of
her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when
morning dawns. The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he
utters his voice, the earth melts. The Lord of hosts is with
us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.”

“Come, behold the works of the Lord, how he has brought desolations on the earth. He makes
wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the
chariots with fire.”

“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the
earth! The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.”

"BE STILL, AND KNOW
THAT | AM GOD.

| WILL BE EXALTED AMONG THE NATIONS,
I WILL BE EXALTED IN THE EARTH!”

PSALM 46:10 (ESV)

ﬂ BibleGateway

Do you ever find yourself caught in a daily rush hour? Are there too many irons in the fire?
How frequently may we think, “why can’t I just slow down; why can’t I get out of this rush
hour and enjoy life more?” The words at the end of this Psalm gives us something to think
about as we start at new year: “Be still, and know that [ am God. I will be exalted among the
nations, I will be exalted in the earth! The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our
fortress.”

No one forces us to rush around like a chicken with its head cut off! God didn’t design us to
always go full speed, or to be in rush hour traffic all day. He knows you can’t keep the pace.
“Hop till you drop” isn’t in Holy Scripture. Burned out isn’t any good to the Lord. He wants
us to labor for Him, yet that doesn’t mean rush hour always meets with His approval.

“Be still” is what the psalmist writes to encourage us. And I will admit that being still is one
of life’s greatest challenges. But as we begin 2026, try starting your day with 5 minutes doing
nothing but praying and reading God’s Word. Then build that up to at least 10 or 15 minutes a
day. The idea is to step out of that rush hour, for just a few moments, and spend time with the
Lord God, our refuge and strength, who sent His Son to die on the cross for our sins to bring
us forgiveness, so that we could draw near to Him.

By faith, when Jesus is the Lord of our lives, life changes and the ridiculous idea that we can’t
get out of rush hour vanishes. As we slow the pace, God receives the praise He deserves.
Stepping out of rush hour (even just for a moment) gives us time to spend with the Lord of the
entire universe! Time to be still before Him.

You don’t have to live in rush hour constantly. If you are tired of that kind of living, do
something. God is our refuge and strength. Seek shelter under His wing in your rush hour
moments.

Finally, as you begin each day in 2026 with time with God in prayer and in His Word, at the
end of the day ask yourself, “How did those minutes affect my whole day?” And then, thank
Him for His help with rush hour living.

God’s blessings resting in Christ,
Pastor Aaron Kretzschmar

January2026

Worship Opportunities
8:15am Traditional Worship
In-Church& YouTube
9:30am Sunday School all ages
10:00am WZDK 98.5 FM Radio
10:45am CrossLife in the ARC

Holy Communion
January 4 & 18

Staffed Nursery 10am until
noon

Sunday Bible Studies
Adult Bible Study

Sundays 9:30am

Pastor’s Bible Study 9:45am

Weekday Bible Studies
Wednesday 10:30am
Wednesdays 6:00pm

Looking Ahead
Epiphany

January 6

Installation of Officers
January 11

Stewardship Sunday
January 25

Jumping Jammie Jubilee
January 25

Young Adults Game night
January 31

2026 Theme:
“For the One”

Theme Verse: Matthew 18:12
“What do you think? If a man
owns a hundred sheep, and one
of them wanders away, will he
not leave the ninety-nine on the
hills and go to look for the one
that wandered off?
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St. Paul's Family,

“Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
- Psalm 51:10

It's 2026! When did that happen? 2025 passed by so
quickly. Just last month we had our annual Children’s
Christmas Program, True North Christmas, which allowed
our children and youth to tell the Christmas Story through
the Bible Points they learned in June at True North VBS!
We had a total of 34 children participate this year, many
from Kidz, Tweenz, and Teenz (KTT). They all did such an
amazing job with singing and speaking!

With the new year, many of us are setting new intentions
and goals for our lives. To help get us into God's Word, or
keep us in His Word, daily we will continue to have our
Bible Reading Challenge. We kick off 2026 with verses
talking about All Things New which is a great thing to be
reminded as we begin this new year! | hope you can join
us in this Bible Reading Challenge where every month
there will be a new theme and set of verses that make
opening our Bible daily so easy!

God'’s Blessings,
Skylar Smith, DCE

r . 1
- 2026 Winter Youth Retreat
All youth, 6th - 12th grade, are invited to attend the
Southeran District Winter Retreat January 16-18, 2026.
Cost: $100 (Don't let finances hinder your youth from
attending, talk to Skylar if you need any financial assistance)
Let Skylar know if you have any questions or if your youth
would like to attend!
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JAN 31 | 6:30PM | RM 317
GAME NIGHT!
BRING FOOD TO SHARE!

YOUTH

SUPER BOWL SUB
SANDWICH SALE

YOUTH WILL TAKE ORDERS JAN18-FEB T
SUBS CANBE PICKED UP FEB 8

~ JANUARY ~
SUNDAY SCHOOL
LESSONS

/4 - Handmade: Adam & Eve (All Together)
e /11 - A Sign & A Promise: God's Covenant with Abra
[ 1/18 - A Laughable Promise: Isaac is Born
& 1/25 - A Merciful Substitute: Abraham and Isaac

January - All Things New

Join our 2026 Bible Reading Challenge! These daily readings look at verses that
focus on a different theme every month. These verses may only take a few
seconds to read, but we encourage you to read them multiple times throughout
the day and spend time in prayer with God over the verses. We also encourage
you, if you have the time, to READ MORE! These verses are a starting point!

Day 1: Job 11:13-20 Day 17: Acts 3

Day 2: Psalm 40 Day 18: Romans 6

Day 3: Psalm 51 Day 19: Romans 8:1-17
Day 4: Psalm 121 Day 20: Romans 8:18-39
Day 5: Proverbs 3:1-7 Day 21: 2 Corinthians 4:7-18
Day 6: Isaiah 40:27-31 Day 22: 2 Cor 5:11-21

Day 7: Isaiah 43:18-19 Day 23: Galatians 6:11-18
Day 8: Isaiah 43:22-28 Day 24: Ephesians 1:7-14
Day 9: Isaiah 55:6-9 Day 25: Ephesians 4:17-24
Day 10: Isaiah 65:17-25 Day 26: Philippians 3:12-16
Day 11: Jeremiah 29:11-13  Day 27: Philippians 4:4-9
Day 12: Lam 3:17-25 Day 28: Colossians 3:5-11
Day 13: Ezekiel 11:14-21 Day 29: 1 Peter 1:3-12

Day 14: Ezekiel 36:22-32 Day 30: 1 John 1:5-10

Day 15: Luke 7:36-50 Day 31: Revelations 21:1-8
Day 16: John 15

You can pick up a monthly bookmark at church, like our Church Faceboak page to get the
daily reading (and be sure to Like and Share the reading for the day so that your friends can|
see them tool), or to receive daily text reminders talk to Skylar to get signed up!




Here are several studies along
with our 2026 Bible Reading
Challenge on page 2 to help us
be in His Word and in His light!

GOD’s WO
IS A LIGHT :

FM 98.5 WZDK

Hear St. Paul's Worship Service on
the radio every Sunday at 10am

Also hear great hymns of the church Sunday Mornings

Wednesday Morning
Bible Study
Wednesday mornings we are reading

2 Samuel! We hope you can join us
at 10:30am in Room 318! Talk to
Skylar if you have any questions! i

2 Samuel

Wednesday evenings
in Room 317: at 6pm.
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Talk to James Henderson
for more information!

Adult Confirmation Class
Wednesdays at 8pm
In-person and by Zoom
Talk to Pastor for more
information

Youth Confirmation Class
Wednesdays at 6pm

Adult Bible Study
Sunday Morning 9:30am
in Room 317

Join us for an interesting
and lively discussion.

Men’s Bible Breakfast Revelation Bible Study
Saturday, January 10 & 24 Saturday, January 10
at 7:30am at 11:00am

in the fellowship room. In the fellowship room
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w Fits in Your Pock*,
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pROPHETS Adult Bible Study

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study —
In the Fellowship hall at 9:45am

That The World May Know:
Prophets and Kings

Whom shall | serve? In ancient times, the
Hebrews faced that decision daily. The
consequences of their choice are the stories that make up
the Old Testament. In this second volume of “That the
World May Know”, explore the turbulent history of Israel’s
prophets and kings and learn from their story how to build
your own devotion to and trust in God. Filmed on location
in the Middle East, this film series will transform your
understanding of God and challenge you to be a true
follower of Jeus.

Womens ETomeT
Study

January 1.5th, 2026
January 29th, 2026
In Room 317
6:30 p.m. Soci

7: 00 p.m. Bi
Study




Calling all Women of St. Paul’s
We are excited to announce that we
will be kicking off a Secret Sisters of
St. Paul's Ministry. All women of St.
Paul’s 18 years and older will be able
to participate in the ministry. Secret
Sister Ministry will be about encouraging, praying for, and sup-
porting one another while keeping your identity from your
Secret Sister. Watch your church mailboxes in late December
for information about this ministry and how to join! Our hope
is that all women of St. Paul’s will join.

LWML Chicken Soup Fundraiser

Presale tickets go on sale January 18 through
February 1.

Soup Pick up Saturday, February 7

G.0.S.P.E.L. (Guys of St Paul’s Eating Lunch)
Wednesday, January 14 at 11am. Location TBD

Look at the new picture in the church as
you leave. It depicts Jesus shepherding His
flock. The point of view is from behind, so

Carol Morgan retirement

Carol Morgan’s Retirement Reception was held December 14.
Church leaders spoke about the blessing Carol has been in her
various roles of service over 35 years. Congratulations were
read from Pastor Eddy and Pastor Lewis. Carol and husband
Rick will remain here at St. Paul’s. enjoying her retirement.
God bless you, Carol!
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Ladies Advent Tea 2
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, CI nu a r y 2 o 2 6 t denotes Holy Communion celebrated during Worship ~ Church Nursery 10:00am - Noon on Sundays

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
guest speaker No Preschool until Jan 5 8:30am 9:30&11am 10:00am Quilters Happy New Year campus Set up for CrossLife
9:15am Nursery open No school until Jan 6 Exercise 6:00pm Bible Study closed service

9:30am One Worship Service & |7:00am PS Ext Care (M-F)  [9:30am Staff meeting
YouTube Live

10:00am Radio 98.5FM Worship

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:15am Traditional Worship & No school until Jan 6 8:30am 9:30&11am 10:00am Quilters 8:30am 9:30&11am Set up for CrossLife
YouTube Livet 7:00am PS Ext Care (M-F) Exercise 10:30am Bible Study Exercise service
9:30am Sunday School 8:45am Preschool (M-Th) 4:00pm KTT Chapel 10:30am PS Chapel 7:30am Men's Bible
10:00am Radio 98.5FM Worship |10:00am LWML Meeting 6:00pm Bible Study 11:00am Prayer Shawl study breakfast
10:45am CrossLife Worshipt (mingle 9:30-10:00) Ministry 11:00am Revelation
2:30pm KTT Afterschool 6:30pm Fellowship Board Bible study
(T-F)
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Leader installation 7:00am PS Ext Care (M-F)  |8:30am 9:30&11am 10:00am Quilters Newsletter deadline Southern |Set up for CrossLife
(both services) 8:45am Preschool (M-Th) Exercise 10:30am Bible Study 8:30am 9:30&11am District service
2:30pm KTT Afterschool 9:30am Staff meeting 11:00am G.0.S.P.E.Lunch Exercise Winter Southern District
8:15am Traditional Worship & (M-F) 6:00pm Education Bd (car pool 10:30am) 10:30am PS Chapel Youth Winter Youth Retreat
YouTube Live 4:00pm KTT Chapel 11:00am Prayer Shawl Retreat
9:30am Sunday School 6:00pm Bible Study Ministry
10:00am Radio 98.5FM Worship 6:00pm Youth Confirmation  |6:30pm Church growth
10:45am CrossLife Worship 7:00pm Praise Band meeting

8:00pm Adult Confirmation 7:00pm Women's Bible
study (mingle 6:30pm)

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
LWML Soup presale Martin Luther King Jr Day  |8:30am 9:30&11am 10:00am Quilters 8:30am 9:30&11am Set up for CrossLife
Southern District Winter Youth (no school) Exercise 10:30am Bible Study Exercise service

Retreat 7:00am PS Ext Care (M-F)  |9:30am Staff meeting 4:00pm KTT Chapel 10:30am PS Chapel 7:30am Men's Bible
Youth SuperBowl sub sale 8:45am Preschool (T-Th) 6:00pm Preschool Board |6:00pm Bible Study 11:00am Prayer Shawl study breakfast
8:15am Traditional Worship & 2:30pm KTT Afterschool 6:00pm Youth Confirmation  |Ministry

YouTube Livet (T-F) 7:00pm Praise Band 7:00pm Vestry
9:30am Sunday School 8:00pm Adult Confirmation

10:00am Radio 98.5FM Worship
10:45am CrossLife Worshipt

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
LWML soup presale 7:00am PS Ext Care (M-F)  |8:30am 9:30&11am PS donuts w/ dad 8:30am 9:30&11am Bldg use 12noon -
Stewardship Sunday 8:45am Preschool (M-Th) Exercise 10:00am Quilters Exercise 5pm
Youth SuperBowl sub sale 2:30pm KTT Afterschool 9:30am Staff meeting 10:30am Bible Study 10:30am PS Chapel Set up for CrossLife
8:15am Traditional Worship & (M-F) 5:30pm Elders meeting 4:00pm KTT Chapel 11:00am Prayer Shawl service

YouTube Live 6:00pm Bible Study Ministry 6:30pm Young Adult
9:30am Sunday School 6:00pm Youth Confirmation  |7:00pm Women's Bible Game Night
10:00am Radio 98.5FM Worship 7:00pm Praise Band study (mingle 6:30pm)
10:45am CrossLife Worship 8:00pm Adult Confirmation

3:00pm Jumping Jammie Jubilee

Jan17  Erin Kretzschmar

‘) J o Jan18  Lanny Yocom
anua Jan19  John Smith
Jan 20  Billie Seagle

Jan21  Mary Nelson
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jan ; mikﬁ \1VidBmar | Jan21  Heather Cevallos Jan3  Jacob & Heather Cevallos
an ichele Braswe ; ;
e ower Calendar
an athan Miller . . an 0s riel Holway-Jones

Jan2 Tommy Livingston ; is up in the breezeway. . Y

' Jan24  Nettie Goehler . Jan19 Mike & Joan McRae
Jan2  Jordan Miller Jan26  John Covington Sign up early for your
Jan2  Carol Morgan Jan27  Walt Hartley special day!
Jan3 Joa?n McRae Jan27  Buddy Jones .
Jan4  Julia Herda Jan27  Sonja Herfurth B W God’s Blessings
Jan4  ViPitts Jan27  EllaJordan-Holmes - Home
jan il :atl Pedi/rﬁfr;] ’ Jan29  T.J. Parrotta }r To Heanen on your Spem[@ay’
an ebecca Mitche Jan29  Mollye Hellebrand ’P‘;ﬁ i
Jan11  Christina Schmelter Jan30  Bryant Carlson Nancy Jones

Jan12  Kent Locker Jan30  Zendiah Sharpley November 25


https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270967155/2025-12-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270661208/2025-12-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270661206/2025-12-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270661206/2025-12-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268603232/2025-12-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271106726/2025-12-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271042537/2025-12-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/267259947/2025-12-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367009/2025-12-30
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367009/2025-12-30
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/267259910/2025-12-30
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/269039478/2025-12-31
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271005940/2025-12-31
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270503733/2026-01-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271042550/2026-01-02
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271042550/2026-01-02
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270905332/2026-01-03
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270905332/2026-01-03
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270661223/2026-01-04
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270661223/2026-01-04
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268351989/2026-01-04
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268603232/2026-01-04
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270599587/2026-01-04
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271042537/2026-01-05
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/267259947/2026-01-05
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270932559/2026-01-05
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268436368/2026-01-05
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268436368/2026-01-05
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271106749/2026-01-05
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271106749/2026-01-05
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367009/2026-01-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367009/2026-01-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/269039478/2026-01-07
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268677699/2026-01-07
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270799172/2026-01-07
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271005940/2026-01-07
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367008/2026-01-08
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367008/2026-01-08
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/269641444/2026-01-08
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268568065/2026-01-08
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268568065/2026-01-08
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271106745/2026-01-08
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270905332/2026-01-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270905332/2026-01-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271132849/2026-01-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271132849/2026-01-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271106746/2026-01-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271106746/2026-01-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271126071/2026-01-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271126071/2026-01-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270661227/2026-01-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270661227/2026-01-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268351989/2026-01-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268603232/2026-01-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/269621434/2026-01-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/267259947/2026-01-12
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270932559/2026-01-12
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270804302/2026-01-12
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270804302/2026-01-12
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367009/2026-01-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367009/2026-01-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/267259910/2026-01-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/267690315/2026-01-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/269039478/2026-01-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268677699/2026-01-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271132915/2026-01-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271132915/2026-01-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270799172/2026-01-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271005940/2026-01-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271005941/2026-01-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271009893/2026-01-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270853941/2026-01-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/267231417/2026-01-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367008/2026-01-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367008/2026-01-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/269641444/2026-01-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268568065/2026-01-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268568065/2026-01-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271106754/2026-01-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271106754/2026-01-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271125048/2026-01-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271125048/2026-01-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271123491/2026-01-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271123491/2026-01-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271123491/2026-01-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271123491/2026-01-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271123491/2026-01-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270905332/2026-01-17
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270905332/2026-01-17
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271123491/2026-01-17
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271123491/2026-01-17
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271106755/2026-01-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271123491/2026-01-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271123491/2026-01-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271135892/2026-01-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270661223/2026-01-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270661223/2026-01-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268351989/2026-01-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268603232/2026-01-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270599587/2026-01-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271042560/2026-01-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271042560/2026-01-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/267259947/2026-01-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271042562/2026-01-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271042564/2026-01-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271042564/2026-01-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367009/2026-01-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367009/2026-01-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/267259910/2026-01-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/269472131/2026-01-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/269039478/2026-01-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268677699/2026-01-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270799172/2026-01-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271005940/2026-01-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271005941/2026-01-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271009893/2026-01-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270853941/2026-01-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367008/2026-01-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367008/2026-01-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/269641444/2026-01-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268568065/2026-01-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268568065/2026-01-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271123487/2026-01-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270905332/2026-01-24
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270905332/2026-01-24
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271132918/2026-01-24
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271132918/2026-01-24
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271106756/2026-01-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270854029/2026-01-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271135893/2026-01-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270661227/2026-01-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270661227/2026-01-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268351989/2026-01-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268603232/2026-01-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/269621434/2026-01-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271123492/2026-01-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/267259947/2026-01-26
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270932559/2026-01-26
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270804302/2026-01-26
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270804302/2026-01-26
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367009/2026-01-27
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367009/2026-01-27
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/267259910/2026-01-27
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270878337/2026-01-27
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270905289/2026-01-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/269039478/2026-01-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268677699/2026-01-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270799172/2026-01-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271005940/2026-01-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271005941/2026-01-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271009893/2026-01-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270853941/2026-01-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367008/2026-01-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268367008/2026-01-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/269641444/2026-01-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268568065/2026-01-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/268568065/2026-01-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271125054/2026-01-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271125054/2026-01-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271127720/2026-01-31
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271127720/2026-01-31
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270905332/2026-01-31
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/270905332/2026-01-31
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271134342/2026-01-31
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73947646/event/271134342/2026-01-31

Epiphany: the ‘Other’ Christmas

Epiphany is Christmas 2.0. Its conspicuous place following
the nativity narrative in Matthew’s Gospel presents it as the
“other Christmas,” the “Christmas of the Gentiles.” At the first
Christmas we find a swaddled baby in a manger visited by
shepherds from the fields summoned by angels. In the “other
Christmas,” we find a toddler at His mother’s feet in a house
visited by Magi, Wise Men from the East guided by a star. The
first Christmas was announced to Israel, the fulfillment of God’s
promise to Abraham; the second Christmas was for the world,
the nations, the Gentiles, the fulfillment of God’s promise to
Adam.

“Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your rising,” God said (Isaiah 60:3).

Simeon declared that the child Jesus had come as “a light
for revelation to the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32 ESV), and Jesus
commanded his disciples to “make disciples of all
nations.” (Matthew 28:19 ESV) But what that meant did not sink
in for a while, even after Pentecost.

It was after an angel told the Gentile centurion Cornelius to
send for Peter that Peter said, “Truly | understand that God
shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him
and does what is right is acceptable to him.” (Acts 10:34-35 ESV)

And while Peter was still speaking to Cornelius and the
crowd that there, “the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the
word. And the believers from among the circumcised who had
come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy
Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles.” (Acts 10:44-45
ESV)

Later the apostle Paul provided a full-throated affirmation
of the gospel being meant for the gentiles when he said, “And
the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘In
you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of
faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. [...]
There is neither Jew nor Greek, ... for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.” (Gal. 3:8-9, 28 ESV)

And John was given the ultimate vision of shared heavenly
glory: “After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no
one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their
hands, and crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to
our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!"” (Rev. 7:9-10
ESV)

https://witness.lcms.org/2022/epiphany-the-other-christmas/

St Paul’s Quilters
meet in Room 317
each Wednesday at 10am.
Join us!
For more information contact
Pete Alvis at 256.616.1774.

. Stretch

and

ﬂ‘ Flex
| Classes

Pilates Fusion Classes
All classes are Tuesday and
Thursday mornings.

Stretch and Flex classes are at
8:30 in the gym and 11:00 in
the YAC. This class combines
many areas of fitness and is
adaptable to many fitness
levels. We work around a
chair and finish sitting using
small weights and resistance
bands. Pilates Fusion meets
in the gym at 9:30. This class
combines cardio, resistance
training and Pilates. For
more information please call
Chonita at 256-303-0098.

PULL TOGETHER.

4

S) Save your
pull tabs

Don’t miss an important call from St

F Paul’s
| The calls you receive are from

(855) 248-7295

Please add this number to your Contacts

and label it “St Paul’s Calls.”

7 Please let the Church Office know if you would

like to receive our 1Call announcements and are
currently not signed up.

ChurchOffice@StPaulsDec.com

Pr Come and Knit or crochet with us!
A gj'ﬁaw[ Work on your own project or special

)

Ministry church projects. We have patterns and

yarn galore!

Meet us in the Parlor every Thursday at

1lam.

For more information contact MaryKay Hodges.
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Serving the Lord in Worship this Month at St. Paul’s

January 4 January 11 January 18 January 25
Elders 8:15am Johnson Pedersen Whiteside Campbell
Ushers 8:15am John Campbell Jim Disher Paul Pedersen Owen Blaske
Michael Kimmett Ken Hamilton Rick Daniel Jack Blaske
Mathew Kimmett Micky Whiteside Tim Nave Mike Johnson
Mike Ater Mike Widmar Oliver Nave Jeff Pittman
Ryan Eubanks
Acolytes 8:15am Oliver No acolyde Ben Oliver
AN Techs 8:15am Maschke Sullivant Maschke Sullivant
Readers 8:15am Jeff Pittman Sharon Wellner Mitchell Whiteside Pam Meadows
Sanctuary Flowers Open Don Olson Open Linda Hyde
Altar Guild for January: Mary Cox & Katrina Smith Counters for January: Becky Ballentine & Rebecca Mitchell
Elders 10:45am Herfurth Switzer Herfurth Nagy
Host families  10:45am Herfurth family McRae family Morgan family Atkins family
CL setup 8:30am Saturday Rich Maschke Men'’s Bible study Rich Maschke Men's Bible study
AN Techs 10:45am Morgan Gilchrist Ringer Herfurth
2026 Officer
026 Officers . 2026 Elders Thank you very much
Pres/Vestry Chair: Craig Baker i ) %0 f
Secretary: Joseph Woodbury Bill Darwin Thank you everyone for all of the an
Gary Nagy cards, gifts, and well wishes at

Treasurer: Becky Ballentine

Financial Secretary: Sue Bosco

Elders Co-chairs: Bill Darwin / Gary Nagy
Education: Judy Nagy

Christian Fellowship: June Asher
Trustees: Rich Maschke

Finance Committee: Mike Kimmett

John Campbell
Tim Herfurth

Mike Johnson
Mitchell Whiteside
John Covington
Paul Pedersen

Ron Switzer

Dear St. Paul’'s Family,
Thank you so very much for the heartwarming
reception on Sunday to celebrate my retirement.
z% Your kind words, memories, and gifts were
humbling, and | so cherish them and all of you! |
have been very blessed to serve with you in
ministry here in the Preschool and the church office, and | thank God
for the skills and opportunities He has given me to serve Him and
others. To God be the glory!

I thank my sweet family for their help over these 33 years, and |
appreciate the support, encouragement, and prayers of my pastors,
team leaders, co-workers, and friends for me. | love my church family
and am looking forward to serving the Lord in new and exciting ways.
Your Sister in Christ,

Carol Morgan

2025 Year-to-Date Average Attendance
pl ' EHMHGE In-church attendees 127
' i 30

Livestream (YouTube)

F“f Current Loan Balance: $176,193
%> Endowment Fund Balance: $17,646

Financial Plan Activity through November
YTD FirstFruits Giving: $443,563 PLAN: $440,000
YTD Total Expenses: -$491,253 PLAN: $499,207

=$ 47,690 more expenses
than income

Plan Activity

0
Christmas. | greatly appreciate Cy Z("?‘
you thinking of me and my

family. God's blessings to each of you in Christ our
Savior born in Bethlehem. In Him, Pastor

\\6_3)(’ 7/ Jumpin’ Jammie Jamboree
~= Sunday, January 25 from 3-4:30pm

Lo PRACTICE

r7—=r

Choir rehearsal
See you Wednesdays at
7pm in the choir loft
New members welcome!
For more info contact
Mary Morgan

Handbell Choir rehearsal
See you Wednesdays at
6pm in the choir loft

=Es LWML Mite Box Collection
Sunday, January 4
al—w or anytime to the Church Office

| Based on the Biblical account of the widow's mite

(Luke 21:1-4), the Mite Box is intended for regular

contributions of "mites" — offerings above and beyond the
support given to congregations and the LCMS. Mite Box
contributions amount to millions of dollars that fund district and
national mission grants and implement the LWML program.

W




St Paul’s Lutheran Preschool 2025-2026

Take CHANCES
MAKE ristakes
geb MESEy
&)
Nwm

Preschool Mission Statement

December is sponsored by the number
: 6 , the color Blue, and the rectangle.
’ This month the children will learn
about winter, cold, snow, and taking care of my body. Our
letters are Ss, Jj, Uu and Xx. Our Bible stories and study
will be The Wise Men Find Jesus, Boy Jesus Studies in
the Temple and Jesus' Baptism.

T —— Second ser;\‘e;gezr' of preschool begins
FOR January 6th, 6.
2\D SEMESTER !

Monday, January 19th is
Martin Luther King Jr. Day. We will be open g

for Extended Care only. No preschool. ' Martin e

QDNU/& Calling all dads, granddads, and father

figures! Join us on Wednesday, January
&9 . 28th for Donuts with Dad. It will be held
WitH  from7:00 am. -9:00 am.

CVlew;
ez

From Gl. Paul’s Preachesl! We ane
guateful o the oppetlunity o

For more info and pictures of activities, please visit
www.facebook.com/StPaulsDec.Preschool

St. Paul's Lutheran Preschool with Extended Care provides a quality early childhood education program guided by Christian philosophy and doctrine and acts as a mission

outreach of this congregation to the community.

Philosophy Statement The Preschool at St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church will help meet the spiritual and educational needs of our member families and serve as an outreach to families in our
community. It will teach and make disciples of the children God has entrusted to us. We believe children are valuable gifts whom God has forgiven through death and resurrection of his
Son. Children learn best when they are taught in a Christ-centered environment that includes interaction with others, play-based learning experiences, and a variety of educational methods.



1% Afte rSChOOI Decatur Rotary Club sponsored a Target shopping event for

(= KTT members. Fifty-one of fifty —seven children participat-

TWEEI Ca re ed. All were gifted a $75 gift card to shop. Prior to shop-
TEENZ ping, Longhorn provided a pancake breakfast for all.

- KTT Happenings

KTT members that participated in the annual
Christmas program.

NCC gift wrapping party
consisted of bringing gifts for
the children to pick and wrap
for their parents and a light
snack for them to enjoy.

dfMlerry Christmas to all

and to all a good Iu;g/:t!

KTT will be Closed on these dates
January 1st-5th and January 19th

. » Charlotte Bradley, Director, KTT Inc
=—=§ Special thank you to ’ !
P y (256) 666-8601

the Boscos for
_# donating our raffle ; ; it o
“ 'onating oul For more info and pictures of activities, please visit
prize. Your kindness https.//www.facebook.com/KidzTweenzTeenzinc/

is appreciated!



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
1700 Carridale St SW
Decatur AL 35601

www.StPaulsDec.com
www.Facebook.com/StPaulsDec
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